
  

  

 

 

Welcome to Carousel Preschool! 

Enclosed you will find some information about our Pre-Kindergarten 4 program for the 2018-2019 

school year. Pre-K 4 eligibility is based on kindergarten entrance date. Children who are 4 on or before 

9/30/2018 will be eligible to enroll in Pre-K 4. In certain situations, exceptions may be made. This year, 

we will have 2 separate Pre-k 4 classrooms who will work together to ensure our students are receiving 

the necessary instructional support.   

In previous years, we used Teaching Strategies Creative Curriculum for Preschool the same curriculum 

that is used in our Pre-K 3 classrooms; however, for the 2018-2019 academic year, we will be 

implementing a new curriculum, Teaching Strategies Creative Curriculum for Kindergarten. This is an 

advanced Kindergarten-level curriculum designed to build upon our student’s previous knowledge. The 

curriculum allows for flexibility from the teacher to cater to each child’s individual needs. The Creative 

Curriculum for Kindergarten is a researched-based, whole-child-focused approach to project-based 

learning in the classroom. Through in-depth investigations of science and social studies topics that 

integrate literacy and mathematic concepts. Our teachers will work to encourage children to think 

critically, solve problems and connect ideas.  

  

A touring guide for the curriculum can be located here:   

https://teachingstrategies.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/TeachingStrategies_CC-

forKindergarten_TouringGuide_2017.pdf  

Attached, you will find a list of our Pre-K 4 development standards and goals. These are the things we 

aim to teach our students prior to entering kindergarten to ensure continued academic success. Please 

feel free to contact us if you have any further questions! 

Thank you,  

Carousel Management  

  

  



  

  

 

Pre-Kindergarten 4 Developmental Goals  

Approaches to Learning:  

• Initiative and Curiosity: Show curiosity, interest, and a willingness to learn new things and try 

new experiences. Choose a multi-step task and complete it on their own. Stay engaged in 

activities.  

• Problem Solving: Identify and understand cause and effect relationships. Apply prior knowledge 

to new experiences. Use a variety of strategies to investigate possible solutions to accomplish a 

task or to solve a problem.  

• Creative Thinking: Express unique ideas and approach tasks and experiences with flexibility, 

imagination, and inventiveness. Gather information and ask complex questions to understand a 

new or familiar concept.  

Creative Expression:  

• Music and Movement: Use instruments, other objects and/or their bodies to imitate and 

produce more complex beat and rhythm patterns. Describe changes in tone, melody, rhythm 

and tempo. Use instruments, props, and body creatively to express self through music and 

movement.   

• Visual Arts: Describe specific elements of a piece of art. (i.e.: texture, use of colors, line, 

perspective, position of objects included.) Create artistic works that reflect thoughts, feelings, 

experiences, or knowledge using different materials, tools and techniques.  

• Dramatic Art: Experience, respond to, and engage in a variety of dramatic performances. Role 

play or use puppets to act out stories or play a character. Represent fantasy and real-life 

experiences through pretend play.  

Mathematics:  

• Numerals: Verbally count by ones to 20, count forward from a given number between 1 and 10, 

and count backward from 10, identify written numerals 0-10, match a number of objects with 

the correct numeral 0-10.   

o Once a child reaches these goals, the next set of goals are: Count to 100 by ones and 

tens, count forward beginning from any given number within the known sequence, 

write numbers from 0-20, represent a number of objects with a written numeral 0-20 

and understand the relationship between numbers and quantities.  

o Once a child reaches these goals, we will work to meet the next appropriate goal.   

• Relationships: Identify whether the number of objects in one group is greater than, less than, or 

equal to the number of objects in another group. (ie: by using matching and counting strategies.)    

• Patterns, concepts and operations: Recognize, copy, and extend patterns. Sort objects by more 

than one attribute. Use concrete objects to demonstrate simple addition and subtraction 

problems.   



  

  

 

• Properties: Describe measurable attributes of objects and materials. Put up to six objects in 

order by length. Identify and name simple measurement tools and describe what they are used 

for.  

• Shapes: Identify and describe attributes of basic shapes and 3-D shapes. Analyze and compare 

two- and three-dimensional shapes, in different sizes and orientations, using informal language 

to describe their similarities, differences, parts. (i.e.: the number of sides and corners.) Compose 

or decompose shapes to make other shapes. Use and understand position of objects, self, and 

other people in space.  

Science:  

• Scientific Inquiry: Understand and use the 5 senses to observe living things. Use simple tools to 

investigate and gather information on living things, objects and materials. Participate in simple 

science investigations. Hypothesize, predict, and draw conclusions.   

• Physical Science:  Observe and describe the properties of objects and materials and how they 

can be combined or can change from one form to another (solids, liquids, and gases.) Explore 

and use simple tools and machines. (i.e. Hammers, levers, pulleys, ramps.) Explore and describe 

sources of energy and how they affect objects and materials. (i.e. bells, lights, heat and other 

sources of sound.) Experiment with objects to understand movement.   

• Life Science: Explore, observe and describe a variety of living creatures and plants. Describe 

plants and living creature’s life cycles. Use basic vocabulary to name and describe plants and 

living creatures. Use basic vocabulary to describe similarities and differences between living 

creatures and plants.  

• Earth Science: Compare and contrast seasonal changes. Describe the current weather and how 

weather conditions can change from day to day. Describe major features of the Earth, sky and 

how they change.   

Social Studies:  

• Events, People and Symbols: Describe events, activities and people from the past and how these 

events relate to one’s self, family, and community. Identify similarities and differences between 

students, their families and classroom members with those of the past. Identify and name some 

local state and national symbols. Describe familiar elements of the local community and culture. 

Describe local, state and national cultural events, celebrations and holidays.  

• Geography: Demonstrate geographic knowledge of the geographic features of the classroom 

and community. Recognize a globe/map as a representation of the earth. Use a simple map to 

find specific locations within a familiar environment. Demonstrate care of the environment 

through activities.  

• Cultural Studies: Discuss shelters/homes in various geographic regions. Explore music, dance, 

dress, foods, and traditions of own family and other cultures.  



  

  

 

• Community Citizenship: Recognize their responsibility as a member of a family and classroom. 

Independently carry out specific responsibilities in the classroom. Follow rules that have been 

established. Participate in conversations about the importance of rules/consequences, rights of 

self, and rights of others. Identify works and their roles as citizens in the community.  

• Economics: Demonstrates the purpose of money and the role of buyers and sellers through play 

activities. Participate in conversations about wants and needs.  

Language and Literacy:  

• Comprehension of Language: Listen and respond to questions about print read aloud or 

information presented orally or through other media, including music and videos. Participate in 

collaborative conversation with diverse partners about Pre-Kindergarten topics and texts with 

peers and adults in small or larger groups. Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions (listening to 

others and taking turns speaking about topics and texts under discussion.) Continue a 

conversation through multiple exchanges. Confirm understanding of a text read-aloud or 

information presented orally or through other media by asking and answering questions about 

the details and requesting clarification if something is not understood.  

• Vocabulary: Demonstrate understanding of a variety of concepts, such as opposites, positions 

and comparisons. Use new vocabulary acquired through conversations, activities or listening to 

text read-aloud.  

• Literature: Demonstrates how books are read, front-to-back, one page at a time. Identify the 

front cover, back cover and title of the book. Name the author and illustrator and define the role 

of each.   

• Comprehension of Literature: With prompting and support, re-tell familiar stories including key 

details, identifying characters, some events from the story and several pieces of information 

from a text read aloud.   

• Reading Foundation Skills: Follow words from left to right, top to bottom and page to page. 

Identify own first name in print, identify features in print (i.e., words, spaces, punctuation, and 

upper- and lower-case letters.) Name all 52 upper-and/or lower-case letters of the alphabet. 

Read and identify at least 25 sight words.   

• Units of Sound Language: Recognize and produce rhyming words. Blend and segments on-sets 

and rhymes of single-syllable words. Count, pronounce, blend and segment syllables. Isolate and 

pronounce the initial, medial vowel, and final sound (phonemes) in 3-phoneme (consonant-

vowel-consonant or CVC) words.  

• Writing: Use a variety of writing tools in an appropriate manner showing increasing muscular 

control. Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and/or writing in response to a text read aloud, 

or to tell a story about a life experience or event. Writes first name, writes letter strings (ex. 

writes some letters correctly, and in unconventional order,) and writes numbers 1-10.   

 

 



  

  

 

Physical Development and Well Being:  

• Muscle Control/Strength: Use body for balance and motor control. Use hands, fingers, and 

wrists to manipulate small objects with good strength. Coordinate eye and hand movements to 

perform complex tasks or use everyday tools. Initiate and engage in physical fitness.  

• Health and Hygiene: Identify different foods and categorize them according to “My Plate”. Give 

a simple explanation as to why a particular food is healthy or unhealthy. Exhibit good hygiene 

habits and manage age-appropriate personal care routines on own.  

Safe Behaviors: Identify and alert others of potentially hazardous objects, substances, behavior, 

and/or situations with supervision. Demonstrate and communicate a basic understanding of 

health and safety rules.  

  

Social-Emotional Development:  

• Healthy Relationships: recognize and respect the feelings, needs, and rights of others. 

Demonstrate understanding of how one’s words and actions affect others. Demonstrate 

awareness and respect for differences among people. Play cooperatively with small group of 

peers for a sustained time. Resolve conflict with peers on their own sometimes and seek help 

from adults when in conflict with peer, if needed. Develop and maintain healthy relationships 

with peers.  

• Self-Concept and Self-Efficacy: Demonstrate confidence in range of abilities and express pride in 

accomplishments. Make choices or decisions from a range of options. Recognize and accurately 

label feelings of self.  

• Self-Regulation: Follow rules and routines and adapt to changes. Demonstrate control over 

impulsive behaviors. Wait a short period of time. (i.e. waits turn to play with a toy.)    

Spanish Language:  

• Count to 20 in Spanish, name colors in Spanish, name basic shapes in Spanish, understand 

various vocabulary words in Spanish.   

• Ability to follow one step instructions in Spanish.  

  

  

  


